
Fly Fish Islay 
3 Beech Cottages, Ball Haye Green, Leek, Staffordshire. ST13 6BP	

 
GUEST INFORMATION 

Guided Islay Fly Fishing Experience – 12th May 2018 
 
 

GUIDES / HOSTS 
David Wood   07875 405 980 david@flyfishislay.co.uk 
Doug Ross / Donnie Mac Nicol 
 
GUESTS 
To be confirmed 
 
ACCOMODATION 
Octovullin Farmhouse, Bridgend, Isle of Islay Argyll. PA44 7PF 
 
EXPERIENCE DATES 
Saturday 12/05/18  Please arrive at Octovullin Farmhouse anytime after  
    5.30pm  
Saturday 19/05/18  Guests depart Octovullin Farmhouse before 9.30am 
 
DIRECTIONS TO OCTOVULLIN FARMHOUSE 
 
From Port Askaig take the A846 road out of the port towards Bowmore, through the 
villages of Keills and Ballygrant. After approximately 4 miles from the port when nearing 
Bridgend you will see a sign on the left for the Islay Woollen Mill followed by a very 
sharp right hand bend, only a few yards after the bend take the turning on the right 
signposted Scarrabus. The farmhouse can be found on the left hand side, about ½ a 
mile up the road at the head of Loch Skerrols. 
 
From Port Ellen or the airport follow signs for Bowmore taking the A846 also known as 
the Low Road. Pass through the small town of Bowmore and through the hamlet of 
Bridgend staying on the A846 following signs for Port Askaig. About ½ mile after 
Bridgend there is a sharp right hand bend, a few yards after the bend take the left hand 
turning signposted Scarrabus. The farmhouse can be found on the left hand side, about 
½ a mile up the road at the head of Loch Skerrols. 
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ITINERARY 
 
Please note that this itinerary is by no means set in stone, it is just to give you an idea 
of what we might be doing and it may change due to weather conditions, tides, guests 
wishes etc. 
 
SATURDAY 12/05/18 
From 5.30pm onwards guests to arrive at Octovullin Farmhouse. Guests will be 
allocated rooms and introduced to the guides along with welcome drams. We will talk 
through the itinerary for the week ahead and give a brief overview of how and where we 
will fish. Our guide will talk about current conditions, fly patterns and fishing 
techniques.  
 
SUNDAY 13/05/18 
After breakfast we’ll head out on to the lawn at Octovullin where we will talk through 
casting techniques for the Islay lochs. We’ll demonstrate what we consider to be the 
best set up for the lochs and ensure you are familiar with your gear. We will explain 
how to fish the Islay lochs from both boat and bank. This is the perfect opportunity for 
any questions that you may have regarding the fishing on Islay. We will lunch at 
Octovullin Farmhouse then spend the rest of the day fishing Loch Skerrols. During the 
evening David will host an Islay whisky tasting in front of the fire in the drawing room at 
Octovullin Farmhouse. There will be opportunities throughout the week for you to 
spend time tying fly patterns with. 
 
MONDAY 14/05/18 
Post breakfast we will travel to Loch Finlaggan to fish for wild brown trout. Finlaggan 
was once the seat of The Lord of the Isles, it was from there that he ruled the whole of 
the West Coast of Scotland and beyond. This is a truly magical place to fish with 
sightings of both otters, osprey and white tailed sea eagle on a regular basis. We’ll take 
a packed lunch with us but there may also be an opportunity to cook your catch on the 
bank.  
 
TUESDAY 15/05/18 
Once we have had breakfast we’ll be embarking on a remote hill loch expedition. 
Depending on weather conditions we will walk to either Loch Drolsay or Loch Giur 
Bheinn. The walk to each of the lochs is around 2 to 3 hours each way with stunning 
views all over Islay and beyond. These lochs present the angler with the opportunity of 
hooking very large wild Hebridean brown trout that are never fished for. We’ll take 
packed lunches with us. Anyone not wishing to take part in this expedition will have the 
opportunity to fish elsewhere with a guide. 
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WEDNESDAY 16/05/18 
After breakfast we will make our way to the Atlantic West coast of Islay where we will 
spend the day fishing the huge Loch Gorm. Loch Gorm is a machir loch, it was once 
part of the Atlantic ocean and has a noticeably different strain of brown trout. Fishing 
can be spectacular, sometimes producing a lot of fish and at other times presenting a 
real challenge to the angler. Again we will take a packed lunch with us. 
 
THURSDAY 17/05/18 
We will spend Thursday fishing on the Dunlossit Estate. There are a number of lochs to 
choose from in stunning surroundings. Outwith Loch Skerrols, all of the lochs we will 
have fished during the week so far will have been Scottish upland lochs in very wild and 
remote settings. By contrast, many of the lochs on the Dunlossit Estate are situated in 
managed woodlands and the banks are lined with deciduous trees. We will lunch in the 
beautiful boat house at Loch Ballygrant. Golden eagle, osprey and otters are regular 
sightings here, definitely a place to take a camera to. 
 
FRIDAY 18/05/18 
We like to keep Friday totally open so that guests can decide where they would most 
like to fish, quite often we will return to a loch that guests have particularly enjoyed 
during the week. Farewell drams in front of the fire in the drawing room at Octovullin 
Farmhouse. 
 
SATURDAY 19/05/18 
We’ll breakfast early so that everyone gets packed and away in good time. We’ll need to 
vacate Octovullin Farmhouse by 9.30am.  
 
OTHER INFO 
 
MOBILE PHONES / INTERNET 
There is reasonable mobile phone reception at Octovullin Farmhouse but generally it is 
poor in many areas of the island. There are public telephones in Bowmore and 
Bridgend. There is wifi at Octovullin Farmhouse, the access code to which will be 
provided upon your arrival.  
 
SHOPS / BANKS / AMENITIES 
There is a Cooperative store in both Bowmore and Port Ellen where most provisions 
can be purchased. There is a small convenience store in Bridgend that sells basic 
products. There are 2 cash points in Bowmore, one at the Royal Bank of Scotland 
directly across the road from the Co-op in the centre of Bowmore and one at the Bank 
of Scotland. 
 
There is a small hospital in Bowmore and a doctors surgery. 
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There are many gift shops and galleries. In Bowmore the Celtic House has lots of gift 
ideas. Islay Studios in Bridgend Square has a fantastic range of framed pictures and 
prints, many taken by Mark Unsworth who owns the gallery and by other local artists. 
 
There are 8 distilleries on Islay, if you wish to visit any of these David can arrange this 
for you. There is also a micro brewery in Bridgend Square. 
 
There are many hotels and pubs that offer food. Port Charlotte Hotel has a fantastic 
menu and it is a lovely place to eat with a roaring fire, it is situated in the lovely prettiest 
village on Islay. The Old Kiln Café at Ardbeg offers lunches which are great after a tour 
of the distillery. 
 
 
INCLUSIONS 
In order for you to plan your trip, here is a list of what is included in the guided fly 
fishing experience: 
 
Fully guided fishing. 
All fishing permits where required. 
Boat hire where applicable. 
Rod, reel, fly line, tippet, net and fly patterns. 
Tutored fly tying lessons. 
Life vests. 
7 nights accommodation. 
House fully stocked with food for meals and packed lunches. 
Some alcoholic and non alcoholic beverages. 
Distillery experience / experiences optional. 
 
EXCLUSIONS 
Travel to and from Islay 
Waders, wading boots, wading stick. 
Clothing such as wading jackets. 
Travel insurance. 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
David Wood   07875 405 980 
 
Fionas Taxis   01496 302 622 
Islay Taxis   01496 850 170 / 07771 921 157 
Bowmore Chinese  01496 810 811 
Bowmore Leisure Centre  01496 810 767 
Bowmore Tourist Info  01496 810 254 
 
Ardbeg Distillery  01496 302 244 
Bowmore Distillery  01496 810 441 
Bruichladdich Distillery 01496 850 221 
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Bunnahabhain Distillery 01496 840 646 
Caol Ila Distillery  01496 302 769 
Kilchoman Distillery  01496 850 011 
Lagavulin Distillery  01496 302 730 
 
Islay Medical Centre  01496 301 039 
 
If there is any further information that you require, please don’t hesitate to get in touch 
with David by calling 07875 405 980 or by emailing flyfishislay@gmail.com or 
david@distilledevents.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 

	
	


